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Q13 How are you going to protect student paramedics supernumerary hours, this is the third person who has been cancelled with me and the students aren’t getting their hours?

It’s about balance and, again risk assessment, and in terms of early warning and understanding we have had to make some difficult decisions at REAP 3 and that includes replanning and reprofiling a number of things, including supernumerary hours. In balance, we know this kicking the can down the road in other words saving the problem up for further down the line. I don’t want people to be adversely affected while we balance that, so my dilemma as always is, how do we do it. The conversation around practice hours, training team and where do we need to go is then around how do we balance that with the risk of absolutely everything we have to do to support and achieve where we need to get to. 

From my point of view, we’ve clocked it, it’s just about that sensitivity of how we are able to do that as well. So, thanks for the question. A bit of reassurance from me that we will look at it and monitor it as well and if people are really worried, saying ‘look I’m running out of time to get my hours’ then please have that conversation with your manager as well and we will look at whether, practically, there are things we can do if perhaps it isn’t quite as visible, let’s at least have the conversation as well.
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