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Extension of FFP3 expiry 

 

Several concerns were raised regarding the recent deliveries of expired FFP3 masks. 

 

For staff to feel adequately protected, listed below are some key points regarding the national position on the FFP3 

masks.  

 

A letter has been issued by Professor Keith Willet from NHSEI. Included within this letter is: 

Shelf life of PPE items  
 
“The NHS’s stockpiled PPE is checked as part of the stock management process operated through the NHS Supply 
Chain. This means rotating stock to make sure that items which have been there the longest are issued first.  
 
Some products may appear to have out-of-date ‘use by/expiration’ dates or have relabelled ‘use by/expiration’ dates. 
Please be assured products being issued have passed stringent tests that demonstrate they are safe. The PPE is 
exposed to extreme conditions for prolonged periods, to see how the product deteriorates. All that are not up to 
standard are destroyed and not distributed to trusts.  
 
We have been working with independent test facilities and the Health and Safety Executive (HSE) who, after 

being provided with scientific evidence, were content with our assessment that these are safe to use by NHS 

staff.” 

Please find the full letter HERE 

 

Also, published on the NHS supply chain website, (found here), is the FAQ’s page which includes the following: 

Why do the FFP3 masks have a different expiry date?  Some products may appear to have out-of-date ‘use 
by/expiration’ dates or have relabelled ‘use 
by/expiration’ dates. Please be assured products we 
are issuing have passed stringent tests that 
demonstrate they are safe. The PPE is exposed to 
extreme conditions for prolonged periods to see how 
the product deteriorates. Any that are not up to 
standard are destroyed and are not distributed to trusts.  

 

 

Please be assured that expiration dates and product efficiency has not been overlooked by the Trust and 

all items have been provided with this assurance of adequacy due to rigorous testing.  

 

Staff safety is always the focus when providing PPE and items that do not meet the standards 

required will not be issued.  

 

 

 

  

https://wwwmedia.supplychain.nhs.uk/media/COVID-19-NHSEI-Letter-FINAL-20-March-2020.pdf
https://wwwmedia.supplychain.nhs.uk/media/COVID-19-PHE-FAQ-20-March-2020.pdf

